Guy and his Blow-out

T . Anne: 00:06 Mum was absolutely devastated, you know.
‘ g
oday’s:

N4 A ot Peter: 00:10 Thisis my mother, Anne, recalling the day when her only
S‘»Ol leS brother, Guy, was killed in a car accident. It may be 60 years ago
me o—arpﬁ‘pff now, but the memories are still raw. A few years earlier, my

Mum’s Dad had left the family.

Anne: 00:27 Oh — she was devastated because see Dad had left us.
Guy had taken over looking after her in place of Dad. So, Guy was
her backbone or whatever you’d call it.

Peter: 00:43 This story starts on the morning of the 25th of February, 1957. My grandmother
had received a phone call from the Flying Doctor to tell her that Guy, her only
son, had been killed in a car roll-over. He had died in the District Hospital at
Miles!. He'd been taken there with a fractured skull but only survived for eight
hours. While this was happening, his employer hired a DC3 out of Brisbane to
fly a surgeon out to help him. But unfortunately, the surgeon didn't arrive in
time to save Guy. His wife Mary and their daughter Marianne were uninjured in
the accident. This death caused grief throughout the family and beyond. My
Grandma lost her only son, aged just 30. Guy left a wife. He'd been married for
four years and a young daughter, almost three years old. The town of Charleville
mourned as well.

Anne: 01:42 Well, | think the whole of Charleville was...was upset, you know cause they were
a well-known family. Mary’s parents lived in Charleville. She was a Charleville
girl, so Charleville was very much involved.

Peter: 01:57 So we want to investigate the circumstances of this accident and to question
whether the accident would have happened today. So, | know nothing about
cars, and we need our motoring expert with us today, Kevin. Hi Kevin.

Kev: 02:10 Hi Peter. Hi Greg. How are you?

Greg: 02:12 Good thanks. Okay Kev, what are the circumstances of the accident? Who was
in the car for starters?

Kev: 02:19 Well there were the two other people in the car with the Guy. Mary's, his wife,
and Marianne who was the three-year-old daughter that Peter just mentioned.

Greg: 02:26 Right. And you mentioned before that he died in the hospital at Miles. Where
did the accident actually happen?

Guy and his Blow-out l|Page



1935

DEATH in the District of
Registered by  VINCHNT PRANCIS HAPT,

DATRV.

2 When Died and Where.
3 Name and sumame, rank, or
profession.

4 Sex and age.

Diseie Regietra
: 1 Number {‘,7(;-;. i
Description—

28 Tatirnaryr, 1957,

GUY [ HURTON  KANTES,
Graziew,

Maley

Distxict Honpital, MWi1sH]

So Y eanty

/5 (1) Cause of Death.

(2) Duration of last iflness.
13)° Medical Attendant by whom
certified.

(4) When he last saw Deceased.

b3 Frectarad S¥Hulls
e CalviEccRdent;

1{a) 8 Fours,

T dhe FOPEELY,

1§u‘ A Brain (i Pontind Hoemovihaie:

.
al arys 1957

g/ |

6 Name and Surname of Father,

with rank or profession,
Name and Maiden Surmame of
Mother.

—

" tyepig
Mheod oy

Hutton NANTES,
Grazisp,

Haid snn Donean SDonda O'NMsnahoan

7 Signature,  Description, and
Residence of -lnfon;'w'mv.

Certified in writing by
p.Narites; Hife, Dillalsk Stution, Charlaville, Snd by
IR - DpE nkuat e Matron - DS thiet; Hoapliz sl &8

<

B.N.O'Donghioo, Unela, Y Rivarview (it Sharieville,

8 (1) Signatureof District Registrar.
(2) Date. -
:-(3] Place_of Registration. '

20 Pnwdh [ es7,
@) Dbyl

o Ee

If ‘Barial or Cremation
Registered—

9 When and where buried or
cremated.

By whom certified.

| 10 Name and religion of minister,
and of two witnesses to

names
burial or : cremation.

86 Rebrwsry, 1957 Chapleville: Cemataery

L Bipnie

J, 5. Dunkerley Church: of England
T.Nagel B X Cortol.:

11 Where bom . and how long in

Australian States, stating which.

Oherleville Queensland,
Lifethne ih Quaeensland,

I Deceased was Manied—
12 (1) Where.

2) At what Age.

(3} To Whom.

113 11sué [living,  in: order of birth,
-~ their names and ages.

Deceased, number and séx.

Toowoomba, wsenalend,
2 Yeurse,

Hary Tittle,
Living years

Hpxianneg

Deceased

Z4PRYIST

s

TSR ITTYY

Govt, Printer, Brisbane 3

Death Certificate of Guy Hutton Nantes — 24 Feb 1957

Guy and his Blow-out

2|Page



Kev:

02:35

Greg: 02:59
Kev: 03:01
Greg: 03:15
Kev: 03:30

The accident happened, we believe, along the Condamine Highway, like | say, just
west of Kogan and it was a Sunday and the family were on their way back to
Charleville where Guy was a manager on a sheep station, sheep property? and
after they'd been on holidays down at the Gold Coast, their yearly event. Guy
was driving the family back to back to Charleville to get back to work.

Guy Nantes mustering sheep on “Dillalah”
So what happened?

There was a blow-out on the front tyre, as the reports go, and the car rolled. Guy
was thrown from the vehicle. We understand with the severe head injuries and
that Mary and Marianne were unharmed and survived the accident.

Okay. That's a bit sad. So, they were heading back. Someone obviously must've
come along and have found them and taken them. Look, talking about the
accident itself though, we talk about the tyres. Was the weather important in
that event, the tyre blow-out?

Well the day we believe was about 32° Celsius and no rain for a few weeks so the
road was fairly dry and of course, the road finishes back then would have been
a dirt road most likely, those gravel roads. Yeah, and so, the temperature would
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have been, was up a bit and that may have been a contributing factor down the
track as well.

Greg: 03:50 Okay. Now, looking at the car and that, what sort of car was he driving, Peter?
Have you got info on that?

Peter: 03:57 Well, | know that it was a reasonably new Ford Mainline ute, but | really don't
know anything about Ford Mainline utes. Kev, what sort of car was this?

Guy, the sheep station manager
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Kev: 04:08
Peter: 04:22
Kev: 04:24
Peter: 04:36

Greg: 04:39
Kev: 04:51
Greg: 04:56

The Mainline ute® was a development from the Ford Customline sedan that was
very popular those days in the Ford product range, and matter of fact, Ford were
instrumental in developing the ute*, which was an Australian icon type vehicle.

| thought the ute was designed by Holden?
No. Got to give them due credit. They were the first, and the first off the rank

with that. Back in 1934, they developed the first coupe ute as the industry calls
it. Oh. And matter of fact...

You learn something new every day!

The original Ford coupe ute
Well, my late father-in-law had a Chev car, which was owned by a doctor in
Brisbane and it was converted to a ute and we still got it somewhere. They took
the Dickey off and made into a ute. So, the conversion of those things was
definitely happening back in the late 20s.

Yeah, sometimes back in those days they were called buck boards as well too.

Yeah. which is a nod back to the horse drawn era.
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Kev:

Greg:

Kev:

Peter:

Kev:

Peter:

Kev:

04:58 Yeah, but there actually is a first example of the Ford 1934 ute in the National
Motor Museum in Adelaide at a place called Birdwood, which is exceptional if
you're interested in automotive industry history.

05:13 So we're talking about a ute then, | guess that means a bench seat.

05:17 Bench seats. Most likely a manual transmission on the column, back in those
days. Very stark, Spartan most likely inside. Radio, possibly; none of the
creature comforts we're used to today. So, there'd be no air conditioning, no
power steering.
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Internal view of Ford Mainline ute

05:32 So this is 1957. Yeah. So, no air conditioning means windows open while they're
driving along no doubt.

05:41 Yep. Back in those days they had the three-quarter, the little quarter vent on the
front.
05:46 Oh yeah, that you used to crank open to let the air into the car.

05:48 Exactly; to let the air flow through.
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05:49
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06:49
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07:16

07:23
07:28
07:31

07:34

07:55

07:58

That's how you control the speed of the air. So, tell me, we talk about the
different factors involved in accidents and that, we know that a blown tyre, but
could the driver's condition have played any part, like fatigue or alcohol?

Well, we believe that they'd been maybe staying in Toowoomba the night before.
So as you said, mentioned before, it's only about two hours west of Toowoomba.
Guy's mother was a resident of Toowoomba back in those days, so he mostly
stayed overnight on the way back from the Gold Coast. So, we don't think that
fatigue would have been a situation. So, we bypassed that sort of line of
thought, | think.

That makes sense.

And alcohol wasn't a contributor either, | would think, for the same set of reason.

| would say so, yeah, being a good family man.

Good family man. He's got the responsibility of a wife and child and, by the sound
if it, the employer flying out a specialist suggests that he's pretty valued chap.

Yeah.

So what sort of tyres would they have had on a ute in those days?

I'd say they would have been cross-ply tyres because it was really before the
advent and major manufacture of radial-ply tyres, steel-belted radial-ply tyres
anyway®. So, | think Michelin® developed those in the late-40s so they definitely

wouldn't have been on a vehicle in Australia in the mid-50s.

And with tyres used in Australia, were they built for our conditions, you know,
generally dirt roads, which is a euphemism for gravel roads?

Yeah. | would suggest not. They were most likely just a tyre that was, you know...

Could have been driven round town in Sydney or something.

Don't think technology was up at that stage of individual developments.

Yup. Yup. | think from the little | know already, that Guy coming from the land out
west and that, driving a decent car like that, he would have been pretty capable,
| would have thought, of driving. With a blow-out, the ones we experience these
days tend to be fairly slow and not really blow out.

No. More just a flat tyre. Tyre goes flat on the highway sort of thing.

So how do you get a catastrophic blow-out?
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Peter:

Kev:

Peter:

Kev:

Peter:

Kev:

08:00

08:29

08:33

09:05

09:12

09:19

09:31

09:32

09:37

10:05

10:13

10:23

10:24

Its predominantly | believe it's due to under inflation of the tyres’ and back in
those times too, the valve systems on vehicles quite often would leak. So whilst
they might've set off from Toowoomba in a good condition, by the time they'd
driven that distance, maybe the tyre deflated a bit further and with the country
roads not being quite as smooth as they are today, they would have generated
heat and pressure in the tyre and caused a catastrophic explosion of the tyre
causing it to lose traction.

Okay. Would there be any other factors that might come into the blow-out?

Yeah. One of the factors that would be considered vital in tyre technology, |
suppose, was the weight of the vehicle. So once again, if the vehicle was carrying
extra weight combined with the under inflation and the temperature on the day,
that would all add to the possibility of weakening the sidewall of the tyre and
being coming back from Toowoomba to Charleville to get back onto the sheep
station, possibly Guy was carrying some extra equipment in the back of the ute.

It could be too, because we know he was a diligent employee. Those cars were
reasonably heavy too if | remember correctly.

Yeah, That most likely would have been a ton and a half, I'd imagine. So, there
would have been a fair bit of weight involved in that sort of a vehicle.

I'm a bit curious about this because | remember in my youth having one or two
blow-outs, you know, catastrophic blow-outs in a car. But | can't remember a
catastrophic blow-out for, you know 20, 30 years or something.

I've never experienced one.

Yeah. So why is it that they don't happen today? Do we really know this?

I think the tyre technology, the better road conditions and | think people are more
aware of inflation levels on the vehicles because these days you have a tyre
placard inside the vehicle, which tells you what pressures you should inflate your
tyre to. So, there's a guide there and | suppose our road conditions are far better

too, so there's not much risk of tyre damage, not so stony roads and potholes.

Well it appears to me that computers control just about every part of a car
nowadays. Is there any way that computers actually control tyres?

Yeah, well in the electronic stability control programs® that modern cars have
today, part of the process there is monitoring the tyre pressure of the vehicle in
each four tyres.

How in the world do they do that, do you know?

Internal sensors in the tyres.
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In the tyres? This is a wheel whirling around at a hundred km/hr?

Yeah. | take it there's something inside there that feels the pressure like on a
diaphragm or something and wirelessly transmits it.

Yes, and that could have a bearing on how the stability control program applies
the brakes in acceleration in a, you know, swerve or a situation where the car
has to manoeuvre very quickly.

And this is controlled by computers today?

Just controlled by computers today, yes.

Boy, | should pay attention when I'm driving.

There's a factor in the reduction of single car collisions.

Okay. So, | was looking at some cars recently to replace mine eventually and I've
been interested in a tyre pressure monitoring system and it's not being overly
generous that having one there. It's actually part of what helps make a modern
car safe.

That's correct. Yep.

Okay. Now with this particular accident, the car's rolled. Is there anything about
the design of cars then versus now that would make a rollover more likely or
perhaps less likely?

Less likely? Yeah. The major effect | suppose - less likely but less damage involved
in a collision like that would be the body structural integrity of the vehicle. We
believe in this case there, that Guy was thrown from the vehicle. So
consequently, seatbelts weren't included. The body, mostly likely, gave way and
possibly the door opened. He maybe got thrown out through the door. So,
today's body structures wouldn't allow that to happen with all the testing that
happens in the factory, in the laboratories.

So, we've got to assume that if the car rolled over, it was probably a blow-out on
the front tyre.

| would suggest so. Blow-outs on the rear are generally manageable, but front
catastrophic blow-outs generally can maybe pull the steering wheel one way or
he may react, hit the brake suddenly or steer suddenly, in which case then like
the wheel that has had the blow-out would dig into the dirt and gravel roads,
which most likely it was, and then trip the car over.

Yeah. Another thing | find quite curious about this is, from all reports and they're
a bit vague, that it was only Guy who was thrown from the car. Mary and the
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young girl stayed in the car and it seems miraculous, miraculous, but it also
seems to imply that somehow his door, the driver's side door, got flung open.

Quite possibly. Yeah. Cause the door latching systems back then were not as good
as they are today, like everything else, the structural integrity of the body may
have allowed the door to flex and consequently the door latch opens and you're
ejected out of the vehicle. But the structural integrity today of the body shell
with the A pillar and the B pillar is very, very rigid, made of high tensile steel.

You'd have to think, looking at Guy's background, that he's a pretty sensible sort
of guy and he has driven all sorts of vehicles so that it would seem to me that
the most likely scenario is the structural failure of that tyre that collapses
suddenly and the vehicle perhaps lurches to one side. There's no power steering
is there and then it starts to roll and he's unfortunate because he's allowed to
roll and be thrown out and the windows are not exactly as small like some of the
modern cars.

No. And you know, people don't understand the G forces that are involved in
crashes. They think it's just a bang and that's it, it's all over. The forces employed
on the body structure and the person themselves are horrendous.

Yeah. | was reading something the other day that a head-on at 40 kilometres an
hour, the impact on the body is the same as a body falling from a two-story
building onto concrete. That's a fair whack.

Yeah, exactly. And also, loose items in the vehicles are very, very dangerous. A
box of tissues in a collision like that becomes a flying brick in the vehicle. So, you
see plenty of people with tissue boxes on the back-parcel shelves or steel hats
on back parcel shelves.

So, this is a bit of a digression, but is that why there is hardly any station wagons
nowadays because station wagons had all those loose objects in the back that
you never see now?

Well, we still do have a station wagon as such. They're called SUVs. So, it's just a
matter of a sort of cargo space in the back, just not quite as long as what we
were used to in our normal station wagon. So, we, but it's, it's the matter then
of having a cargo barrier to prevent that sort of thing but people have lots of
loose things on the back seats too.

Okay. Kev, you mentioned about seatbelts before, | can recall those seemed to
be a thing when | was growing up rather than when | was a kid. | take it that they
were not anywhere on the scene when this would have occurred.

No. Seatbelts didn't become standard in motor cars generally until the mid-
sixties®,'°. The manufacturers had them towards the back end of the 1950s, but
they were generally an accessory that you could fit yourself or factory options
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you could order up. But particularly this vehicle definitely wouldn't have had
seatbelts in the vehicle. It wouldn't even been available to be fitted. So, in the
late fifties, early sixties, manufacturers put the anchor points in the cars but still
didn't fit the belts until the mid-sixties.

Okay. So, what would they have been waiting for - a push from government?

Generally, it's a push from government that causes these sorts of things to come
on, to happen.

Well there is something else. | was doing a bit of reading on seat belts and the old
Ford versus Holden, although in America, it was Ford versus Chevy. Ford was
apparently, and it's the Ford Mainline, interested in safety and putting in
seatbelts, but GM was sort of more interested in the macho power and all that
sort of stuff, and the GM people sort of convinced the buying public that Ford
putting in safety belts, seat belts, implied that the Ford cars were less safe than
GM cars. To the point that at one stage, Henry Ford, the second said "Ford is
selling safety but Chevy is selling cars and that's what we want or do. We want
to sell cars." Safety doesn't sell. Get rid of those damn seatbelts.!?

Yes, competitive pressure can also have an impact down the track as well too, of
course.

Yeah. But it was quite a different culture in Europe because at the same time, a
famous European car manufacturer, the safest one of all - it used to make those
horrible boxes - namely Volvo, was well progressed with seat belts. Very safe
boxes.

Yes, of course you must remember too that the first seat belts were fitted were
purely just lap belt as well. So, it all didn't have any really great effect on the
overall safety. It was a help but, it wasn't till the lap-sash belt came in that
actually sort of started to hold you more in your seat. And then of course you
had retractors which gripped the seat belt to hold you in the seat and now we
have pyrotechnic pretensioners.

So Greg, you were asking whether it was legislation and stuff that might've
brought in seat belts. | think as far as | understand, the big impetus for all
changes, or not all, but a lot of changes in automotive safety came when Ralph
Nader published a book in 1965 called "Unsafe at any Speed"?,!3 and that book
was a big triggering point for the manufacturers to...

Yeah, that was the development, the start of the consumerism push. That's been
organizations like Choice and those feelings got into the market and, you know,
drove in many cases, governments to legislate for additional safety and vehicle
emission controls as well too.

Guy and his Blow-out I11|Page



Greg:

Kev:

Peter:

Greg:

Kev:

Greg:

Kev:

Greg:

Kev:

Greg:

Peter:

Kev:

Peter:

18:12

18:26

18:41

18:43

19:11

19:12

19:19

19:44

19:54

19:57

20:12

20:22

20:37

It's just my observation from my working world, but big companies don't
generally go into extra expense unless they're all going, which means the
government compulsion and government seems to have to be involved at the
beginning of anything.

Yep. It's basically, you're dealing in a competitive market and you price yourself
further than your competitor is. Consequently, you lose sales. So, you know,
when everybody does it together, its level playing field. Yep.

Yep, and you need government to level the playing field out.

Well you do, you do. The other thing | wondered about, in another interest | have
with the evolution of transport, it's been the military and wars that have really
driven things along in a huge way. The first cars come out, the first wagons that
are built on the assembly lines because the Union Army wants 100 wagons today
and the Studebaker chaps are only knocking out one a fortnight.

Yup.

So there's been a huge driver in that mechanization. I'd imagine it's exactly the
same for the cars and more particularly the safety innovation.

Yes. Yeah. That's right. It's, whether it be any development through war creates
a lot of other things down the track which we enjoy today. They also say the
Space Race was involved in that as well too. Velcro and so forth and
computerisation. The computers coming in cars from the Space Race as well too.

Yes. It drove the development of computers didn't they, in a huge way and then
you find some applications and therefore you can make more computers and
then find more applications.

Yeah. And they control so much in a motor vehicle today as well.

If we jump into today's era, seatbelts are just standard. Everybody puts them on,
the kids get in the car, they automatically put them. Air bags, of course, we don't
put it on. They're there. They've made a big difference, have they?

| just before you go on, | would dispute that everybody wears them. In Australia,
| believe it's about 5, 9% that don't wear them'“.

There's an article just recently in the press that mentioned, particularly here in
Queensland, the number of people is at least 5% that in accidents, people dying
because they're not wearing the seatbelt when in the vehicle, particularly in the
country, rural areas.

Yeah, rural areas. | think alcohol is often involved.
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Yeah. Well the other thing is too; | think the Darwin principle might come to work
there and over time we may not have that concern.

Well, our friends across the very big ditch, apparently only 85% of Americans wear
seat belts. That's a significantly large in percentage don't.

And we had personal friend - their daughter lives in Sydney - and her boyfriend
wasn't wearing seatbelts driving around Sydney. And the mother expressly said,
put your seatbelts, you've got my daughter in the car. So, there are people out
there that ignore the safety that is provided in the vehicles.

And sometimes that's because of the personal freedom aspect - telling me what
| must do and why Europeans don't wear bike helmets, whereas we do.

Okay. On the personal freedom one, that's one of the strongest arguments in the
States for not wearing it. Do you know what year the last state in America made
the wearing of seat belts compulsory? You can ponder that. | know the answer.
Yeah. 1995. It was New Hampshire. OK.

Maybe they hadn't made it compulsory. That might've been a trick question.

Ah no, they've gone at least as far as making it compulsory even if they don't
bother enforcing it all that much.

Yeah. Because they were looking at even probes - manufacturers have looked at
ways of, when you get in the car, the seatbelt belts itself up without you being
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able to drive the car away but that's still a few steps down the track and because
the cost, | think, the cost of doing it and, if we do it, somebody else is not going
to do it. Consequently, that competitive pressure comes back into it.

Automatic operating seat belt system

By Piercetheorganist at English Wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17878649
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And there's a bit of a tug of war between something we have to do consciously
and what's done for us automatically with just getting in the car. The passive
versus the active, | guess.

Yeah and it comes back to the choice of the person. They'd turn around and say,
well, | don't want that in my vehicle, and | won't buy their product.

Yeah, well there's a lot of cars | wouldn't buy that they beep at you 24/7. It's not
so much in the driver's side, but there are some cars that beep at you if you put
your shopping on the passenger seat in the front

Seat belt warnings. Yes.
Yes. Peter. You had some research there about the number of accidents, | believe.
| would have thought that the numbers of people dying are actually reducing

anyway.

Oh, they're reducing. | found one report from Victoria, in 1913, there were 22
deaths in Victoria from road accidents in 1913, but that meant one in 500 cars
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had a death, and in one in 600 licensed drivers had a death®. If you translate
that today, that's catastrophic in terms of the number of people who were dying.

Mind you, they're talking only cars. I'm thinking too, and my experience, people
riding a horse that can be a bit dangerous. You know, you might've been going
home, but it doesn't count the people who fell off a horse.

Yeah. You're digressing again.
Without a helmet of course.

Without a helmet! More seriously, car deaths in recent times, are generally
expressed as fatalities per 100,000 of the population. At the time of Guy's death,
back in 1957, it was about 23 fatalities per 100,000 people in Queensland. It
actually peaked in about the mid-70s, the time of the muscle cars, let's say. |
don't know whether that was the sole reason, but at that time it went up way
to 32 people for every 100,000, which is quite a few people. Today it's down
below 46, So, the changes due to seat belts and better tyres and computers.

Rates of death, 1925-2017

30

Deaths per 100,000 population

Deaths per 10,000 veki

Road Deaths per 100,00 population (Australia) 1925 to 2017
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That's a fantastic improvement, isn't it.

Yeah, yeah. | think it's just amazing. | think, you know, we discuss in this podcast
whether the good old days were really all that good. | don't think they were in
that sense. | mean | can't see any merit in having 30 fatalities per 100,000 rather
than three.

And that's the fatalities. There's the number of people that have been injured,
serious injuries, maimed that a society still looks after today.

You think of a modern car you're driving around. You've usually got the window
wound up because you got air conditioning to make it more pleasant. When |
was going to school, there were two guys | know ended up being called
"Stumpy". One lost his hand, just at the wrist. Had his hand out the side door
holding the door and they was sideswiped, and the other bloke lost his arm at
the elbow and it was an oncoming car that got too close because of the narrow
bitumen roads.

Was he doing a right-hand turn?

No he wasn't! Okay. Kev, having regard to all of that, do you think if this drive was
taking place today, we would've had the same outcome?
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No, | would suggest not. Guy would most likely still be alive and be early nineties.
But all things being well, he would've been alive today. The road itself has a
factor on the score too, | suppose. The road we're talking about now is a very
good bitumen road, so that takes out the situation of the car having likelihood
of a crash on a dirt road, loss of steering control. The structural integrity of the
body most likely would have maintained him in the vehicle. Seat belts would
definitely have maintained him in the vehicle. The airbags in the vehicle -
would've had curtain airbags, so if he had hit his head on the glass, side glass or
the frame of the vehicle that would have protected his head. The frontal airbags.
So and then, overall, the electronic stability control program, which | mentioned
beforehand, if they'd tyre had of blown and on a bitumen road, even dirt roads
too as well, it allows you far greater control over being able to manage that
vehicle and bring it to a standstill without rolling over. So, stability control
programs have an added situation and even more so with four-wheel drives
which have a higher centre of gravity that they do reduce that roll-over factor
as well too. So, today's modern car would most likely saved the family great
trauma, not just the family. As Peter said, his mother.

Everybody in the family. It was a trauma that's still talked about today. So, the
good old days really weren't all that good.

| was going to say, that really sums it up doesn't it. They weren't that good, not in
that situation like that. Shocker. Now, Peter, | know you have a personal
connection there because you told us that at the very outset.

It was my mother's brother that was killed.

Your uncle. But Kev, what about you? What's your connection to the story?

Well, the little girl that was three, Marianne, she's now my wife. So, we were
married in 1974 and without her father being there, her natural father. So, there
was a directional change in life that happened for her at the time and we finished
up ourselves being married. So, it's been a good ride ever since.

Yeah. That's good.

The another interesting thing too which | had mentioned before, guys is that,
after Marianne's mother, Mary passed away just recently, we were going
through with the house and clearing out things and we actually found the service
manual for the Mainline ute.

The actual one! The things that people keep.

Well, you had to keep all those sorts of things in the olden days and why throw
them away.
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Yes, so it meant a fair bit to her and what we've done with thatis we've contacted
the Customline Car Club of Australia in Victoria and a gentleman there was very
happy for us to send it down to him. So, he'll keep it in safe hands for us.

Excellent.
That's excellent. Okay, well this podcast has come to an end.

We would like your views on this topic. Do you have a similar story in your
family? If so, perhaps contact us on our email or comment on our Facebook
page. The contact details are on our web page, which is
www.todaysstories.com.au. Full details of this story are available on our website
and please remember to subscribe to our podcast and thank you for listening.
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